Each isolate was inoculated into a gallery of the API 20 Strep system consisting of 20 biochemical tests: VogesProskauer, hippurate hydrolysis, esculin, pyrrolidonylarylamidase, a-galactosidase, P-glucuronidase, P-galactosidase, alkaline phosphatase, leucine aminopeptidase, arginine dihydrolase, ribose, arabinose, mannitol, sorbitol, lactose, trehalose, inulin, raffinose, starch, and glycogen. It was essential to ensure that a suspension of organisms equivalent to a McFarland standard of 4 was used in the first part of the gallery, and often the growth from mnore than one agar plate was required (Table 1 ). The combination of positive and negative results generated a 7-digit numeric profile, and the most common profiles encountered from analysis of these collated results are shown in Table 2 .
Nonspecific vaginitis, a disorder frequently seen in gynecological practice, is characterized by a malodorous, homogeneous vaginal discharge not attributable to Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Chlamydia trachomatis, Trichomonas vaginalis, or Candida infections. Recently improved methodology has shown nonspecific vaginitis probably to have mixed etiology involving Gardnerella vaginalis and anaerobic bacteria (6, 7) . A simple and rapid identification procedure for identifying G. vaginalis is required. Several approaches have been suggested (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 8) , but no totally satisfactory method has been described. In addition to corroborating established criteria, this study has shown the advantages of a commercially available system as a practical and reliable method for the rapid identification of G. vaginalis. After this work the data base was updated to include G. vaginalis and has subsequently shown no lack of ability to identify S. mitis.
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